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Youth Echoes Threats to Natural and Cultural World Heritage Sites

Nagoya, Oct 27, 2010
‘World Heritage is not only about past, but present and future’. In a side event coinciding with 10th Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD-COP 10), youth representatives echoed several threats and vulnerabilities of climate change to their World Heritage sites. Their presentations also highlighted some of the approaches and management interventions in World Heritage sites to deal with the problems emanating from diverse issues at local, national and global contextual issues. 

Professor Yoshida from Tsukuba University provided a snapshot of natural World Heritage sites and some of the pressing threats in the context of Japan. Masaru Takayama, The International Ecotourism Society, stressed the aspects of local benefits and involvement of local people while promoting ecotourism. Bernard Combes, UNESCO, discussed the important topic of young peoples’ participation in World Heritage conservation. Radar Nishuli, director of Kahuzi-Biega National Park, Congo (RDC), shed light about challenges of protected area management in times of violent conflicts.  

Candice Mostert from Cape Floral Region (South Africa), Anna Lyons from the Great Barrier Reef (Australia) and Peng Na from Wulingyuan Scenic and Historic Interest Area (China) were the young presenters during the event. The discussion was moderated by Dhritiman Das, a young professional working in Manas National Park, India. The event was part of the Go4BioDiv International Youth Forum, organized by GTZ, IUCN, UNESCO World Heritage Center in collaboration with Tsukuba University and the CBD Secretariat. 
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