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UNESCO and IUCN urge Go4BioDiv Youth to continue networking for stronger biodiversity conservation 

During a panel discussion with Go4BioDiv Youth representatives, Gretchen Kalonji, ADG Science of UNESCO and Julia Marton-Lefèvre, Director of IUCN, expressed their support for a stronger youth involvement in the protection of biodiversity. 

Prior to the discussion, the 34 Go4BioDiv young messengers performed a dance showing their personal connection to nature and biodiversity in a creative way. During only five dance rehearsals at a nature-based camp at Mt. Fuji, the participants developed an eye-catching piece of art that attracted a large audience. This artistic work gave all participants with distinct cultural and educational backgrounds the opportunity to express themselves in a different way and to communicate their common goal of nature protection to a wider public. This performance was supplemented a short video showing very personal statements of the Go4BioDiv messengers. 

Gretchen Kalonji congratulated the Youth for their activities and stressed the common responsibility of the old and the young generation for biodiversity conservation. “I urge you to not only feedback your experience into work with the local communities, but also to built on what you shared during this Forum”. Julia Marton-Lefèvre added: “You are the conscience of the future. Do stay in touch with each other: networks will change the world!”. Both UNESCO and IUCN underlined their desire for further collaboration with the Go4BioDiv Youth Forum.

In order to carry on with the initiative, the Go4BioDiv youth decided to restructure the Go4BioDiv website, including information about the represented natural World Heritage sites, threats they are facing and the participants’ personal involvement into nature protection. The site should provide both a space for internal exchange and discussion but also for external information. The young messengers are highly motivated to continue their corporation and are already getting prepared for COP11 in India – this platform will be a first step.

For more information, please consult www.go4biodiv.org or contact Nina Treu, n.treu(at)unesco.org. 
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