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Involving indigenous youth in nature conservation

As part of their activities at CBD-COP10, several indigenous people from the International Youth Forum Go4BioDiv discussed the role of local communities and their personal involvement in nature conservation, but also the challenges they are facing.

Mikelita Lenapir, ​​Elmolo from Lake Turkana, Kenya, had a very personal example to share: her community, whose cultural identity is closely connected to this lake, is threatened because of the construction of a dam in the only river feeding the lake. “This project will cause the destruction of the local economy, migration will follow and I believe this can lead to conflict or even war.” Based on this moving story, the youth represented in the forum engaged in a debate with Nigel Crawhall (TILCEPA chair) and Grazia Borrini-Feyerabend (CEESP), invited experts on indigenous issues. They discussed the need for monitoring processes and involvement of local communities in biodiversity conservation.”The World Heritage Convention is an amazing and very powerful tool for the protection of designated areas, but we often face a lack of local implementation”, Sudeep Jana Thing from Sagarmatha National Park (Nepal) pointed out. Nigel Crawhall agreed that accountability has to be reinforced and that an emphasis should be placed to joint action of and solidarity with the affected communities. He emphasized that here has been a lot of progress concerning this common responsibility lately. 

Rosa Miranda from Machu Picchu (Peru) presented a very positive example of youth involvement in both the conservation of nature and local culture. Together with her youth group, she has been reflecting and working on her community’s cultural identity. Revaluing cultural heritage and traditional knowledge, they are now recognized by local authorities and involved in the decision-making process. The panelists agreed that a very important part of nature conservation is the dialogue between all stakeholders, especially between different generations. 

The young people and the experts were convinced that World Heritage inscription meant a lot to them and their local communities, but also pointed to the risks it can bring. Avaaraq Olsen, Inuit from Greenland and representing Illulisat Icefjord at Go4BioDiv, explained that her country was very proud of having a World Heritage site and happy to know that the world cared about Greenland’s glaciers. She believes it raised awareness about nature protection at a local level and tourism is an important source of income. However, local culture can also be negatively affected by an overload of tourism, as Grazia Borrini-Feyerabend explained, referring to Cinque Terre in Italy, her home county. All participants of the event agreed that negative effects can be reduced by taking the needs of the local population into account and making them an essential part of all conservation efforts. 

For more information, please consult www.go4biodiv.org or contact Nina Treu, n.treu(at)unesco.org; +81 80 6783 6933. 
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